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La controversia por los cartones de
Charlie Hebdo
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EL DEBATE

¢ SATIRA POLITICA DEBE DEFENDERSE
SIEMPRE O HAY INSULTO
INNECESARIO A LA RELIGION?
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Charlie Hebdo’s Defiant Muhammad Cover Fuels Debate on Free Speech

By DAN BILEFSKY JAN. 13,2015

PLAY VIDEO | 0:36

Charlie Hebdo Editors Explain New Cover

I'he editors of the satirical newspaper discussed the cover of the first issue after the attack on their offices, which
depicts the Prophet Muhammad crying.

PARIS — Immediately upon unveiling its new cover — a depiction of

Emal Muhammad — the French satirical newspaper Charlie Hebdo on Tuesday
reignited the debate pitting free speech against religious sensitivities that

K share has embroiled Europe since 12 people were killed during an attack on its
Paris offices by Muslim extremists a week ago.
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The cover shows the bearded prophet shedding a tear and holding up a sign
B Sawe saying, “I am Charlie,” the rallying cry that has become synonymous with
support of the newspaper and free expression. Above the cartoon on a green

A More background is the headline “All is forgiven.

While surviving staff members, at an emotional news conference, described
aw"', ‘ their choice of cover as a show of forgiveness, most Muslims consider any
Seaw, depiction of their prophet to be blasphemous. Moreover, interpretations
quickly swirled around the Internet that the cartoon also contained
disguised crudity.

One of Egypt’s highest Islamic authorities warned that the cartoon would
exacerbate tensions between the secular West and observant Muslims. while
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By Nicole Gelinas Jonuory 18, 2015 | 8:12pm

treally is that simple: A woman ocutside the French embassy in Bedin last week at a rally in support of the victims
ahmvaue uwihhar'es ar arabres



sign in ‘q subscribe O\ search jobs dating more~ UK edition ~
-

theguardian

Winner of the Pulitzer prize

world sport football opinion culture economy lifestyle fashion environment tech money travel = allsections

» ) culture ) books art & design stage classical film tv&radio music games

e Salman Rushdie on Charlie Hebdo:
freedom of speech can only be absolute

Author who faced Iranian death edict over The Satanic Verses expresses anger at
vilification of murdered magazine staff

ciated Press
rlington

ay 15 January 2015
MT

000




New York City, NY > 29°  Sign in

U.S. Edition v
News Video TV Opinions More... Search CNN jo,

Political Op-Eds ~ Social Commentary  iReport

Free speech comes with responsibilities
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The journalists at Charlie Hebdo are now rightly being celebrated as martyrs
on behalf of freedom of expression, but let’s face it: If they had tried to
publish their satirical newspaper on any American university campus over
the last two decades it wouldn’t have lasted 30 seconds. Student and faculty
groups would have accused them of hate speech. The administration would
have cut financing and shut them down.

Public reaction to the attack in Paris has revealed that there are a lot of
people who are quick to lionize those who offend the views of Islamist
terrorists in France but who are a lot less tolerant toward those who offend
their own views at home.

Just look at all the people who have overreacted to campus micro-
aggressions. The University of Illinois fired a professor who taught the
Roman Catholic view on homosexuality. The University of Kansas
suspended a professor for writing a harsh tweet against the N.R.A.
Vanderbilt University derecognized a Christian group that insisted that it be
led by Christians.

Americans may laud Charlie Hebdo for being brave enough to publish
cartoons ridiculing the Prophet Muhammad, but, if Ayaan Hirsi Ali is
invited to campus, there are often calls to deny her a podium.

So this might be a teachable moment. As we are mortified by the slaughter
of those writers and editors in Paris, it’s a good time to come up with a less
hypocritical approach to our own controversial figures, provocateurs and
satirists.

The first thing to say, I suppose, is that whatever you might have put on your
Facebook page yesterday, it is inaccurate for most of us to claim, Je Suis
Charlie Hebdo, or I Am Charlie Hebdo. Most of us don’t actually engage in
the sort of deliberately offensive humor that that newspaper specializes in.

We might have started out that way. When you are 13, it seems daring and
provocative to “épater la bourgeoisie,” to stick a finger in the eye of
authority, to ridicule other people’s religious beliefs.

But after a while that seems puerile. Most of us move toward more
complicated views of reality and more forgiving views of others. (Ridicule
hacomae lacs firn_acyron hacome more aware of your own frequent
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It’s simplistic to equate the violence of the gunmen who murdered the cartoonists with Islam when their worldview
has become so hate-filled by the very way the West has treated Muslims and their nations in the past 100 years.

Western intervention and Islamic extremism are linked. Islamic extremism is a modern construct springing froma
history of brutal colonialism and military adventurism. Speech that ignores this history may be free, but it isn’t
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Free speech has not been kind to Musllms
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Yes, let everything be said, but let’s also try to speak more wisely

January 14, 2015 1:30PM ET

by Fariha Réisin - ¥ @fariharoisin
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